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to enter from the auricles, but close the instant that^ the
ventricle contracts; thus the passage of the blood backward into
tie auricles is prevented. The auriculo- (atrio-) ventricular
valve on the left side is also known as the mitral valve, from its
fancied resemblance to a bishop's miter or tall cap; that on the
right side as the tricuspid valve (see also p. 187), because it con-
sists of three triangular leaves or cusps.
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Fig. 4-2   Cross section of heart through the ventricles.
The muscular walls of the auricles are thin compared with
the muscle of the ventricles.   The left ventricular wall has a
wall about double the thickness of that of the right ventricle,
since the work which it must perform is much greater than that
performed by the right ventricle (Fig. 4-2).  The heart cham-
bers are lined bj a delicate endothelial membrane called the
endocardium.   Springing from the wall of each ventricular
cavity are two small muscular pillars, somewhat conical in
and known as the papillary muscles (musculi papillares),
From the^ apices of the latter, slender cords, the chordae ten-
arise and are attached to the ventricular aspects of the
auriculo-vcntricular valves (Fig. 4-3).  Acting like guy-ropes,
they support the delicate leaflets of the valves against the pres-
sure developed in the ventricle during its contraction, f
'The arrangement of the fibers of the ventricles is viy com-